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Introduction of the new EU Marketing Regulations - Consequential Amendments to
Food Standards and Labelling Legislation in Scotland

I am writing to inform the Committee that I agreed to make consequential amendments to
Food Standards and Labelling legislation on a GB basis. These amendments are necessary
to update Scottish legislation to take account of the new EU Regulation on establishing a
common organisation of the markets in agricultural products, which was adopted on 16
December 2013 and applied from 1 January 2014.

Given the very short timescale for the changes to be introduced and the fact that they
concern updating references to EU legislation, I accepted the case for them to be covered in
a UK Statutory Instrument.

This instrument makes the minimum technical and consequential changes necessary to
reflect the new EU legislation and does not impose any new obligations.

Background

The new EU Regulation largely revokes and replaces EU Regulation No 1234/2007
establishing a common organisation of agricultural markets and on specific provisions for
certain agricultural products (Single CMO Regulation). These provisions include marketing
terms for cereals, meat, fruit and vegetables and support for producer organisations in line
with the aims of the Common Agricultural Policy.
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Legislation affected

Scottish Ministers have Parliamentary responsibility for certain aspects of dairy products
legislation such as the use of dairy designations e.g. milk and spreadable fats e.g. butter.
The Spreadable Fats, Milk and Milk Products (Scotland) Regulations 2008 provide for the
execution and enforcement of the EU requirements in Scotland. These regulations require
amendment to replace references to the current Single CMO Regulation with references to
the new EU Regulation.

In addition, Scottish Ministers have Parliamentary responsibility for the Food Labelling
Regulations 1996, as amended for Scotland, and the Food Hygiene (Scotland) Regulations
2006, as amended. Both of these Statutory Instruments contain references to the current
Single CMO Regulation and also require amendment to reflect the introduction of the new
EU Regulation.

The Food Standards Agency in Scotland has policy responsibility for these three pieces of
legislation and their officials have worked with those in the Scottish Government and Defra to
draft the relevant Scottish provisions in "The Single Common Market Organisation
(Consequential Amendments) Regulations 2013". This SI was signed at Westminster on 19
December and a copy accompanies this letter.

The Scottish Government will be writing in similar terms to the Convenor of the Rural Affairs,
Climate Change and Environment Committee in respect of the agriculture interests in this
instrument.
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